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State of the Medical Center Address 
 
Dr. Fred Sanfilippo gave his sixth annual State of the Medical Center address on January 26.  He 
presented a recap of medical center progress since his arrival 5 1/2 years ago and a glimpse of 
the agenda for the next several years. 
  
For The Ohio State University Medical Center, the rewards of strategic planning – across all 
mission areas of patient care, research and education – point to significant progress toward a 
lofty goal set just four years ago: to rank among the top quartile of academic medical centers by 
2008 as measured by nationally accepted metrics.  “The past two years in particular, we have 
really focused on processes. The fundamental strategy to grow, leverage medical center assets 
and develop a high-performance culture is still the focus for the medical center,” said Sanfilippo, 
senior vice president and executive dean for health sciences, dean of the College of Medicine and 
CEO of OSU Medical Center. “Because of that focus, we have made significant progress and 
have seen some remarkable achievements.” 
 
Next up for the medical center are two monumental efforts: a 10-plus-year master space plan, 
marked by a substantial cancer program expansion, and making progress on a $500 million fund-
raising campaign that was announced Nov. 2.  Also, programs in cancer, heart care, imaging, 
transplantation, critical care and neuroscience have been identified as signature programs 
intended to spearhead growth in research, clinical care and educational activities. These 
programs, combined with Ohio State’s strengths in genetics, bioinformatics and behavioral 
research, are expected to have national impact on the advancement of personalized health care.  
 
This summary was condensed from an article by Emily Caldwell of Medical Center 
Communications.  To see the complete article, and for a link to the presentation slides, visit 
http://medicalcenter.osu.edu/mediaroom/press/article.cfm?ID=2456.   
 
Article Draws International Attention 
 
An article published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences by Institute 
investigators has recently drawn the attention of numerous international media outlets.   
 
First author, Anna Bratasz, with assistance from research assistant Nathan Weir led the research 
efforts on Dr. Periannan Kuppusamy’s team that helped determine that an aspirin derivative 
NCX-4016 re-sensitizes ovarian cancer cells in vitro to chemotherapy and also kills these cells.  
Future work with this compound in animals will hopefully support these findings and lead to 
clinical trials and eventually help defeat recurrent ovarian cancer in humans. 
 



This work was done in collaboration with Dr. Louis Ignarro of the University of California 
School of Medicine in Los Angeles who, along with two colleagues, won the 1998 Nobel Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine for their work in discovering the biological role of nitric oxide. 
 
Minehart Leaves Heart Center Development 
 
Jim Minehart has stepped down from his position as Senior Director of Development for the 
OSU Heart Center. Jim accepted a position as the Head of Fund Development for a newly 
created foundation, Willow Brook Christian Communities. Jim will be greatly missed by the 
faculty and staff of the Heart Center, his colleagues in Medical Center Development and Alumni 
Affairs, University Development, and the many donors with whom Jim has developed strong 
relationships. 
 
Working closely with Jim has been the Associate Director of Development Stacey Myers.  In 
addition to working on the Heart Center Campaign, Stacey has worked with Dr. William 
Abraham to develop the Cardiovascular Women’s Health Program. We are fortunate to continue 
to benefit from her experience and expertise.  For more information please contact Stacey Myers 
at (614) 247-7804. 
 
College of Medicine Safety Page 
 
The URL for the COM Intranet “Safety Page” has changed. You will need to re-
establish bookmarks and shortcuts as follows: http://www.medicine.osu.edu, to Faculty and 
Staff, to Safety Resources, OR http://www2.med.ohio-state.edu/safety/.  The safety page 
contains forms and information useful to labs in regards to training programs, safety 
requirements, resources, links, etc. 
 
New Medical/Prescription Cards 
 
The university’s medical claims administrator, NGS American, will be re-issuing 
medical/prescription drug cards in February to all faculty and staff who are enrolled in a 
university-sponsored medical plan.  The re-issued card will replace the current card and should 
be presented by members and/or covered family members when visiting the doctor or pharmacy.  
 
The new card will list a preprinted, unique identifier comprised of letters and numbers that will 
replace the Social Security Number (SSN) that is currently printed on the existing cards.  
Removing the SSN from the card provides better protection against identity theft.   
 
Managed Health Care Systems (MHCS) has made an effort to notify most medical and pharmacy 
providers of the new cards, but faculty and staff should still request their medical and pharmacy 
providers update their files with the new, unique identifier when presenting the new card to their 
doctor or pharmacist.   
 
If you need to request additional or replacement medical/prescription cards, please contact NGS 
American at 1-866-442-8257 or http://www.ngsamerican.com. 
 
Medical Premium Holiday 
 
The university will be offering a “premium holiday” during the month of March and 
suspending the medical plan deduction that automatically occurs each pay period for all OSU 
Faculty and Staff who are enrolled in a medical plan.  This “premium holiday” is being offered 



because a recent financial analysis of the medical plan projected that by the end of this year, our 
medical plan will most likely have a surplus of funds.   
 
Faculty and staff who are eligible for the premium holiday include: 
             
●          Individuals enrolled in one of the university sponsored health plans, (University Prime 
Care (UPC), Regional UPC, OSU Health Plan, Traditional Health Plan, Buckeye Health Plan); 
●          Hold a Regular or Term appointment; and 
●          Are on active pay status the first day of the pay period in which the holiday will occur. 
 
The medical plan premium holiday will be applied on the March 17, 2006 and March 31, 2006 
paychecks for individuals paid bi-weekly and on the March 31, 2006 paycheck for individuals 
paid monthly.  However, faculty and staff will still see a deduction during this time for all other 
benefits, including dental and vision. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions regarding the premium holiday are located on the Office of Human 
Resources (OHR) website at: http://hr.osu.edu/benefits/premiumholidayfaq.pdf   You can also 
contact the OHR Customer Service Center at service@hr.osu.edu, at (614) 292-1050, or 800-
678-6010 if you have any additional questions.  
 
Prescription Drug Plan Update 
 
The Office of Human Resources (OHR) has updated several items on its website regarding the 
2006 Prescription Drug Plan.   Some of the new materials included are: Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs), Maximizing Your Pharmacy Benefits Tips, Medications Requiring Prior 
Authorization, and OSU-Approved Prescription Drug Formulary information.  These items can 
be found online at: http://hr.osu.edu/benefits/healthprescription.htm 
 
Also, OHR has sent a special mailer to the home address of all faculty and staff members who 
are enrolled in a university sponsored medical plan to remind them of the 2006 Prescription Drug 
Plan changes.  The mailers should be arriving in mailboxes by the end of next week. 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information regarding changes to the Prescription 
Drug Plan, please contact the OHR Customer Service Center at:  service@hr.osu.edu or (614) 
292-1050. 
 
Cardiac MRI and Cardiac CT CME Courses 
 
Dr. Subha Raman and Dr. Orlando Simonetti will be offering CME accredited courses in Cardiac 
MRI (April 6 - 8) and Cardiac CT (April 9 - 10) at The Ross Heart Hospital. These courses can 
be taken together or separately. The programs include didactic lectures covering technology and 
clinical applications, as well as scanning demonstrations and hands-on sessions in image 
interpretation and analysis.  Lecture sessions are open to OSU faculty and staff free of charge. 
Case review, image processing and scanning demonstrations require paid registration.  More 
information is available at www.cardioimaging.osu.edu.    Please notify Beth McCarthy 
(beth.mccarthy@osumc.edu) if you plan to attend any lectures. 
 

 
March Programs and Events 
 
March 3: Research in Progress; Xiaoping Liu, PhD; Cardiovascular Medicine.* 



 
March 10: Research in Progress; Arun Tewari; Proteomics Core Facility.* 
 
March 31: Research in Progress; Gunjan Agarwal, PhD; Internal Medicine and Biomedical 
Engineering.* 
 
*Research in Progress presentations are held at noon on Fridays in 165 Davis Heart & Lung. 
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New Awards 
 
PI:  Tom Clanton 
Co-I:  Valery Khramtsov 
Title:  Redox mechanisms of respiratory muscle stress adaptation 
Sponsor: NHLBI, Award No. 2 R01 HL0053333 
Amount: $1,464,805 
Start date: 2/1/06  End date: 1/31/10 
 
PI:  Andrea Doseff 
Co-PI:  James Dalton 
Title:  Molecular mechanisms of apoptosis in monocytes 
Sponsor: NHLBI, Award No. 1 R01 HL075040 
Amount: $1,495,000 
Start date: 2/9/06  End date: 1/31/11 
 
PI:  Lon Simonetti 
Co-I:  Subha Raman 
Title:  Cardiovascular MRI and CT application research 
Sponsor: Siemens 
Amount: $197,420 
Start date: 12/1/05 End date: 11/30/06 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on this newsletter, contact the editor at 
Chris.Brakenbury@osumc.edu.  The newsletter is also available online at 
http://heartlung.osu.edu.  To unsubscribe, please contact Chris via e-mail. 


